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PijEEt DEscflptian

HISTDRY BY THE BLOCK dis an educational design seeking to
strengthen the teaching of history in the Arlington Public Schools
by focusing attention on the role of architecture and the design
process in American social history. The program will alsoc focus
attention on the vredevelopment that 1is taking place in Arlington at
the present time, and will help students understand that what is -
being built in Arlington at the present time will be left to future
generations as a record of our society. In looking at the past
in ‘our country, students will be able to discover that buildings are
as much a record of the past as any other historical evidence and
reveal the ‘tastes and values of a particular time. :

Plan of Action

Teacher workshops were held during the summers of 1982 and
1983 to familiarize teachers with architectural concepts and the
.design process as it fitted into social history. The workshops were
followed by writing sessions which translated concepts learned into
sunit:s of study at several elementary and secondary levels in history
“and social studies courses. The units written during the summer of
1982 were piloted by several teachers during the 1282-83 school vear-
They were then evaluated and revised during the summer of 1983.
During the same time period Experiences in afﬁhifécture and social
‘history were pfgv1ded as an inservice program for a much wider group
of teachers. The units will be published and-distributed widely . ...
during the fall of 1983 to all interested teachevrs. ‘

Curriculum Units o . -

The fcllﬂw;ng units

Grade Level Title
4-5 What Did It Look Like Then?
E’ghteen;h Céntury Architectural Elements
7-8 ' Freedman's Village: Afliﬁg%@n,ﬁ?i:g;_jg
o B— — . .1863-1900. . - e
7-8 . ) " Block Study: Lea rning About Your Local Community
7-8 1f These Walls Could Talk!
The Story of Arlington House Before the Civil War.
11 : ' The Capitoi Expgrieﬂ§gf;ﬂﬁWashiﬁgpqn, D.C.

Suppoited by a grant from the National Eﬁdqw}nént for the Hu}nanities, ES-1930-81
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Each unit includes lesson descriptions and teacher and student
materials needed fov teaching/learning. In addition, all the visuals
and sources are included. While the units use local Arlington sites
and may be construed as local history, the concepts of the units may
be adapted to any location. In addition, the units on Arlington House
(Custis-Lee Mansion ‘in Arlington National Cemetery) and Freedman's -
Village in the same location, and on the U.S. Capitol have national
significance. The two units on Arlington House and Freedman's Village
together provide a unique way to look at the Civil War period. The
Freedman's Village unit opens up a long neglected aspect of local and

national Black history.

{11

Skills To Be Learned

Students .learning from these units can be expected to acquire the
. following skills: )
i
i. Be able to-identify the majdr architectural styles
vsed in American /towns and cities and understand
the historical reasons for the popularity of these
styles. _ N

2. Understand the interrelationship between arahitegture
and-design and the social history in the growth of
n communities. R

3. Be able to use the study of, architecture as a tool
to unlnck historical information using visual
literacy and critical thinking skills. B

i

4. Understand the ways in which the use of spaéé affect
" the way people live and work.

5. Understand the forces (political, social, economic)

within =z community which determine how space within
- that community is used, and how historically, these
forces have been -influenced.

Thaf&égﬁlts

This unit, Freedman's Village, ATrlington, Virginia: 1863=-1900
uniquely unveils a part of history about black Americans that can
appeal to stirdents at almost any grade level. Written by Roberta
Schildt, teacher of 7-8 grade students at the H-B Woodlawn Secondary
Program, the unit demonstrates how blacks lived during and after
the Civil War in the first government-provided housing. The history
of Freedman's Village is an important part of our nation's history.

Martha Swaim,. Project Coordinator
Seymour B. Stiss, Project Director

Septemieer, 1983
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- Freedman's Village - An Introduction
i e =

Freedman's Village was selected as one of the topics for a seventh - _
grade unit resulting from the HISTORY BY THE BLOCK project. Tt was chosen o
because it met these goals.

-To have students use architecture as a tool to study social

history - =

—To have students focus on "Everyday People' rather than on
‘famous historical characters

-To bring the Civil War period close to home for students

-To have students carry out historical research
.~To have students realize the importance of historical preser-—
vation

This unit can last from 1 week to 4 weeks depending on how many of the
It can be used as a way to study the Civil War and/or
Reconstruction period. It focuses on the difficulties faced by the blacks
fter they were freed. Specifically, it has students use maps, sketches,
primary and secondary source materials to learn more about Freedman's Village
in Arlington, Virginia. Students will also be asked to carry out praojects
individually or in small groups so that they will becdme a "gpecialist" in
some aspect of the topic.

lessons are included.

1)

. Preparation:
The following suggestions may help teachers prepare for the unit.

1. HKead the information in this guide, and the packet
which is available from the Curriculum Specialist.

LT T ey peview-the slide show and scripto_ . .

3. Check out and read broks from a library relevant to
the topic. Possible types of books which may be

helpful

-aé‘

E-ﬁ
C.
dg

4. Refer to the bibliography in this guide.

are:
£

Books on Custis—Lee Mansion (arlington House)

Histories of Arlington County

Histories of Arlington Cemetery - .

Books on the Civil War S

Check tﬁe

card catalogue. of your local library to see which items

are located there.

ERIC
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LOCAL _HISTORY PROJECT :

Perhaps you have an idea that has surfaced from time to time which in-
trigues you. Consider using that topic as a basis for your study. If you
have a topic which interests vou, it is easy to engage the interest of other
people to share the documents Ehey have or to share what they know. After
choosing a topic and before you begin your search for information, take time
to get organized. - -

First, you will want to identify all the documents or notes you have .in
a consistent way. You've read the d@c,,ent and have determined that it will
be useful because it sheds some light dn your topic. Make a copy of the
document, if possible, then identify the document on the back. Be sure to
include information which would identify both the document and its source.
Whenever you try writing curriculum or writing an article for a professional
Journal, it will be helpful to take the time to document your sources. After
looking at - a few Examplea of ways to identify dacuments, a look w;ll be taken
at ways tD organizs the daﬁuments into a system.
|‘
1. Letter from O.M. Howard to F. L. Smith. December 7, 1863.
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, RG 105,
Office of the Assistant Commissioner of the DlSErlCt of
Columbia. Letters Sent. TFile 418 National Archives.

2. Photograph from MeDermott collection. Dated May, 1901.
Shows the facade of the County Courthouse with the street
cars in the background in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania. Copy
made on April 16, 1983 with permission te publish.

3. Phone call to J. L. Carson about the origins of the town
name. October 12, 1982. A.M. - She was told by her great
grandfather, Jack Carson, that the town, White House Statien,
New Jersey was named after the old Carson housz (where
G. Washington had slept).

There are many sysgéﬁ which can be used to organize your dacumengs or
netes, and whichever one you choose be sure to fellow it consistently. Some
~—prefer—a-topical-file-and-others- chronological or alphabetical one. As for

storing the documents, a large, portable expanding file is useful as is a
large notebook to place the documents in, with a pocketsfor 5" x 8" cards for
your notes. Initially, it seems like extra work to. identify and to file each
document in your svstem, but it can save time digging later when you need to
retrieve a source quickly. ‘Next, we will look at a checklist of some pecple
to _contact, to Vlsit place and sotrces to consider using as you progress in
your researah. :

You don't need to look far into your town's past to come up with ideas
which can be developed into units like those created as part of the HISTORY
BY THE BLOCK Prcject. Parhaps that old Queen Anne Style house on Main Street
lﬁ:erests you, or maybe you've often wondered how the street cars affected. your
town's development. Whatever the topic, it is essential that you and your
students get involved in a lacal hlstary project.

The return on your efforts will be well worth your investment.

8
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PEOPLE

bl

librarians
histﬁ:iaﬁs

older residents

Juseum curators-

specialists in your topic

other _ w

DOCUMENTS

afghitectdfal plans
‘art

birth cgréifiiaﬁes
building plans
Books

census records
church féccrds:
city directories
degtﬁ certificates
diaries

family Bible or other

religious book

w

4
a4

“PLACES _

library

céu:thause
historical sackéty
museumn

archives
map-divisian

other

government records-

interviews

-letters

magaziﬁe articles’
maps

marriage certificates
military records
newspaper a%ticles
oral historys
phatﬁgrapﬁs
skezcﬁ:;m-

other

other -




Grade Lev l

-Materials Needed:

Instructional Goal:

Learning Objectives:
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Freedman's Village L.
2-3 class periods

7th Gfades

American Studies s

Multiple copies of the sketch of Freedman's
Village by A. R. Waud from Harper's Weekly
(enough for groups of 2-3 to have one sketch.)

Pre-Test on Freedman's Village

To motivate students to want to learn more about
Freedman's Village and to find out what knowledge
they have on the topic of Freedman's Village.

3§

be able té casapEface with other grnup mambers'
while completing the sketch exercise.

Each student group will be able to list at least
25 ideas when posed with the question: What .
question can you think of that may give more
information about Freedmar's Village from this
sketch from Harpers Weekly?

Students will know how to classify the questicna
generated by the gtLﬂEnt gtaups. .
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Recorders list all of

lTeacher Student
Allows 15-20 minutes for students to Work in groups
write all the questions they camn
think of about the sketch.
Call class back together and assign
- the ideas

O

ERIC
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a few students to act as recorders.
These people will write down all of
the ideas from all of the groups.
After you have selected recorders,
ask for a volunteer from each group
to share the groups questions. The
recorder writes all of the questions
down. Save this list as it will be
used later during the projects part
of the unit.

Administer the pre-test on Freedman's
\ e to all of the students, re-

1ts for comparison at the end of
u

g
mit.  Correct pre-tests and



If the docuaent is a primary source, write "P" in the space provided.
f it 1is ry

e
a secondary source, write an "S".

-+ > Bl Family in 5.
R and Freedom 1750-1925, New York, Pantheon Books,
. 1976. .
2. "Freedman's Village, Arlington, Virginia," -
Harper's Weekly, May 7, 1864.
3. Dpiary entry of Cornelius Camay dated December 11,
1864.
& Letter from G. W. Clark to H. H. Howard July 11,
i868. B.R.F.A.L, MSS5 R.G. 105, National

5. Biography of Sojourmer Truth. Written in 1962.

g
o]

rt II. Multiple Choice o

Directions: Put the letter for the best answer in the space
provided.

3. Where was Freedman's Village located?
A. In Georgetown across the river from Virginia
B. On Arlington Heights Virginia on t rli
Estate

€. On the Mount Vernon Estate

ERIC
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Hhat is the formal name of the bureau that ran

PFréedman's Village after the Civil War?

A. The War Bureau

B. The Bureau of Freedmen

. The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned
Lands

D. The Bureau of Refugees, Soldiers and Abandoned

Freedmen

£y

The period after the Civil War is known as:
Construction

Reconstruction

The Transition Time

. Reestablishment of Justice

o I T =

The most common occupation of those people who lived
in FV was:

A. HMerchant

BE. Farmer

C. Soldier

. Whitewasher

=

What did the government intend for the village? Was
it to be a temporary or a permanent community?

A. Temporary

B. FPermanent

What year was FV officially closed down by the -
government? (Note: some villagers stayed on for years)

A, 1867

B. 1864

C. 1876

D. 1888

A famous woman who was appointed by the National
Freedmen's Relief Association to be a counselor at
Freedman's Village was:

A. Louisa May Alcott

B. Harriet Tubman

C. Sojourmer Truth

D. Clara Barton

What was the reason given by the government for closing

the village down?

A. Villagers were guilty of cutting trees from the
Arlington National Cemetery and using che wood for
fuel.

B. Villagers weré breaking the curfew established.

C. Villagers were costing the government too much
money .
D. The villagers were too noisy at night.

ol

o
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12,

15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22,
23,
2,

25.
26.
27,
28,
29,
30.
31.
3z,
33.
34,
35,
36.

ifying

is section you are to read the questions from the list

ded below. Then you are to classify the questions into
ories that you choose, such as housing, living conditions,
y life and others. Directly below is an example. You need
assifv L east 20 questions.

le: category Government

Was there a mayor?

What was the system of government?
How were the children raised?

What was the average income?

How many people lived in each house? What was the
family size? —

What was the racial balaﬁce of the papulatlan*"

What churches/religions were found at Freedman's Village
Education?

What kind of food did the people- eat?

Did people live there free of charge?

What were the medical facilities like?

What privileges did the people have?

Was there a mayor? ’

Did the residents work for the government? Military?
Did they work for free?

What were the DEEupatiﬂﬂSi

How long did Freedman's Village exist? Dates? When did
it end?

How were the houses built?

How rany houses were there?

what were the living conditions?

Why was there a need for the village?

If it was a place for fraedmen, why was it in Virginia,
in the South?

Were there any attacks or battles near Freedman®s V¥illage?
What contact did they have with the outer world?

Was the land fertile?

What was a gaad job back then?

Was there a danger of flooding since it was so clnse to
the river?

How was the land gotten?

How was trading done outside of the village?

What crops were raised? Livestock? Pets?

Was it part of the U,5.? A registered town on maps?
Were they taxed? How much?

What was the system of gcvernment?

How many people lived there?

What kind of village was it? How big was it?

Were thare stgres?r

Gauld the peapla own property?

Were they able to come and go as they pleased7 T e




Classifving - continued

37. low were the houses furnished?

38. Was there an overseer?

33. What was the typical lifespan? s
40. Causes of disease in child's death? Child mortality rate?

41. How old were kids when they started working?

42. Why was there a mneed for the village?

Now, on the back of this paper, classify at least 20 questioms.

Pre/Post Test

Answer each of the questions below with a short answver.

Write in complete sentences on the baeck of this sheet or on
your own paper.

1. Were the people of Freedman's Village really free? VWhy
or why not? '

2. What would you name Freedman's Village if you were
- faced with renaming it?

3. Some sav Freedman's Village was Arlington's first planned  ——-————r
community. Explain how it is like a planned community
like Reston, Buckingham or Fairlington and how it differs.

4., Compare and contrast Arlington House and Freedman's Village.

5. Compare and contrast Freedman's Village and slave quarters.

FRIC
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Freedman's Village

Answer Sheet for FPre— or Post—-Test

Part I. Classifying Documents

P 2. A.R. Waud, sketch artist and writer for Harper's, visited the
village a few months prier to the publication of the article.

Part II. Muitiple choice

6?
7.
g.
9.
10.

l
[ QT N g
oy O
[ e e -

Part II1. Answers will vary.

part 1IV. Answers will vary. (Use these for discussion, if desired, at
end of unit).

e
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Time:

Grade Level:

Materials Heeded:

Learning Jbjectives:

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Freedman's Village

1 class pericd

7th grade T - o o
American Studies N

slides on Freedman's Village
cart, screen, cord, Jeournal packet,
script

L]
[l
[
ful
o

To teach students some of the backgrﬁuﬁd and
hlSEny of Freedman's Vlllsaé- L

Tc help studéﬁts have a better sense af the

different time perlads in Fraadman s Village
through journal writing.

=
]
Ny
=
Pl
v
=]
Ind
]
£
e
et
e
s
i
[+
b
el
="
I
i
:T'
=
=]
rh
I
~
]
rt
i
2
]
.
)
i)

Df Freadman s V;llaga byianswering quesﬁiaﬁs
after the slides.

2. Students will be able to improve their writing
skills by completing four entries in the
assigned Journal packet.

3. That students will exhibit théi' ability to
interpret primary source materi
80% or above on each of the six
worksheets. —

1ls by scoring
document
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Teacher
Says something like: ''Now that we have Watches

looked at the sketch and have some
questions that we want answered about
Freedman's Village, we will now look
at some slides which should help give
us some answers. There will be
questions” that have been raised
yesterday and today which we will find
the answers for in the next few days
of research study about Freedman's
Village. We will also do some writing

" in- the Journal packets. (Explains).

Student

and listens

After the slides are shown, ask the ~ R
following questions of the whole class T
as a review:

1. What is Freedman's Village? Freedman's Village was a model

: ~~gamp set up by the government
during the war to house and pro-
tect freed blacks (contrabands).

2. How was the land obtained where The government zonfiscated the
Freedman's Village was built? Custis land after Robert E. Lee

: chose to fight on the side of the
Confederacy. It was also needed
as a pact of the defenses for
Washington, D. C.

3. What was the main reason that After Lincoln daclared a Pre-~
Freedman's Village was set up in liminary Emancipation Act in I. C.,
Arlington? ] many slaves made their way from

Virginia and Maryland for refuge.

When the existing quarters became
overcrowded and there was a high

death rate, it was decided that a

new site was needed. The clean
country air in Arlington was

thought to have a positive impact

on the people. e

4, What was one of the most difficult Robert E. Lee's most difficult
choices Robert E. Lee had to make decision was deciding on which side
in his lifetime? to fight in the Civil War.

The teacher should add additionmal
questions as are appropriate to
his/her students.




After the students discuss the sample questions on the

teacher gives the following directions:

Teacher

Aeacher y A
"Today we have raised a number of
questions about Freeduan's Village and
tomorrow ws will begin to find out even
more about the village. You will be-
come historians who will be digging
out the truth about Freedman's Village."

"To help prepare for the trip back into
time, you will use the journals as a
tool to help get you in touch with the

‘difficulties faced by villages at-

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

several time periods. I will now

Passes out patkets of documents.

"Each night during our study of Freed-
man's Village you will be asked to
write a journal entry. Be prepared
with your entries each day we study
Freedman's Village."

Read directions to Journal Packet to
class and answer student questions.

Introduces document worksheets for
homework or classwork

&,

Have studants each do 2 of the 6
document worksheets. Then have them
get together in small groups to come
to a consensus on the correct answers.
Lead discussicn on points of interest
from the group.

previous page, the

Student

Listens

Gets a packet

Listens and asks questions

Completes as assigned
at home or in teams of
at school

Meet in groups

GCo Gver aniwers

Participates in class dis-

ussion




Directions: Write in complete senten [ n T
~ complete the written part of the journal. When tthE are
two optiens given you choose the one you would like to .
complete. The journal packet is due in on . N o
“date
Name: i ) ) -
Period:

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Option #1: Writing

tents! Today your parents and other workers put the final touches on

the building. There is a hot fire crackling as you fall asleep. You
are one of the lucky people who can write so describe your new home.

Option #2: Drawing/Sketching/Painting
February, 1863
Sketch, draw or paint your nmew home in Freedman's Villagé? Use your
imagination yet be accurate about what materials would be available.
& - : .

~13-
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Journal Idea #2

Option #1: Writing

7 o December 7, 1863%

You are twelve yéérs old and today ypu will go to school for the first

time in your life. The word spread quickly yesterday that four teachers

today. Write a description of the teacher. your classroom, and the
school.

*Note: Most of the freedmen who arrived at Freedman's Village could not
read or write when they first arrived. The school at Freedman's

Village was opened on this date and was run by The American Tract

Society which was one of the many religious and charitable groups

which gave their money and energies to helping blacks adjust to
their freedom.

Option #2: Composing

is given.
"Uncle Sam's Schools!

Verse #1

s

Chorus: Come bring your books and slates, and don't be a fool;
For Unele Sam is rich enough to send us all to school.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Journal Idea #3

Option #1: Writing

February 25, 1888

In a short time you must leave your ‘home where you have lived for 20 years.
You found out at the meeting that the War Department has recommended that
all the eivilians be removed from the lands held by the military. That
means, Freedman's Village will be gone. Some of the community members have
jived here even longer than you — some for nearly a quarter of a century!
Take a look around your home and write a journal entry ‘on what your home
. has meant to vou over the years.

.
by
m
oo
H
=

3
%]
LW ]
=
o
[oe]
e ]

Draw a picture of the place in your home in Freedman's Village where you

feel most comfortable. You'll have to keep this place in mind when you
are forced to move. -

R}
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Journal Idea #4 .
"/ option #1l: Writing

June 1940

It is now the early 1940's and you are what remains of one of the homes

from Freedmen's Village. The workers are arriving with their tools and

they are anxious to get to work. Now you are the last homs standing in

Freedmen's Village. You have been vacant for years. The workers have

just begun to rip off your wood siding. Write a paragraph telling what
E,

T
you see, have seen, or will see.

thiaﬁ #2: Writing a newspaper account : b . ‘

June 1940
You are a reporter who has ‘been selected t@'gaﬁar this story of the
governzaent demolishing the remains of Freedman's Village. Write a-
newspaper account of the demolition. . )
3
o
2 =
o -16- -
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Document Wﬂfkshééti-

June 24, 1865 Letter

1. Was this letter written béf@fé,rdufiﬁg, or after the Civil War?
* 2. What might be the differences in primary and higher school?
List at least three.
a. - / - - _ -
b. 7 7 _ 7 7 -
c. _ _ _ _ - I
3. Is attendance for this week better or worse than the week previous? -
4. Why do you suppose there :is a §e§f23§e in attendance? Lis;bé
possible reasons: '
a. _ _ _ _ o R
b. _ - o _ ) -
c. ? - ) o _ _ _
d. ) e _ - )
Siv H. E. éimm@ns;was an agent from the American Tract Soclety waich
' ran what institution . in Freedman's Village? _ = .
_ 6. What is the intent or puf%cse of the letter? -
7- Wha-was the au;haﬁ of the document? ___ o B o _
. 8. To whom was theaiagument,adifeggédé i} B ) I
° For the next two questions, give two suggestions to H. E. Simmons for
improving attendance: o
) 9: I ) _; _ o - _ e

O

ERIC
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Document Worksheet - Answer Key
June 24th, 1865

1. after
2. answers will vary
3. worse

4, answers will vary

6. The purpose of the letter is to report the school attendance in
) . :

8. George B. Carse
9. answers will vary

10. ansvers will vary

O
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1.

10.

What kind of document is this? (check one)

petition _ _telegram

__letter ] newspaper article

From what office was the letter dispatched?

WWhat idea was the author of the letter trying to convey? __

What was the rank of the person sending the letter? _ _

List at least 3 reasouns why there might be a need

at Freedman's Village:

[« ) _ — _ _

How many vears ago was this document written?
| y Y e

Why do you suppose the fences on the Arlington farm might be

destroyed? Give at least 3 possible reasons.

Copy the letterhead from the document to this space.

1
! — — e -

Write the ¢losing in this space._

What is the rank of the person getting the letter?_

=20-=
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B Document Worksheet - Answer Key
*arch 2, 1866

1. lerter

2. Headquarters Ass't. Commission of the District of Columbia - B.R.F.A.L.

o

3. That the officer in charge of the guard at Freedman's Villagé'pravent
the destruction of fences

4. Captain

5. answers will vary

6. varies on what year the activity is done

7. answers will vary (be sure to mention possibility of using for fire-
wood to keep warm) )
Headquarters Ass't. Commissioner, District of Columbia

9. Very respectfully
Your cbedient servant

10. Brig. General .

O

ERIC
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S Wurean Gefupees, Fredmen and Abandoned Fands,
' ' - : Headguarters Ass't Comupiasemes District Gai%@bia,
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25, 1867 Letcer

Feb.

What was Laurence recommending?

What

2.

b.

What

of the person on the form?

5. What Bureau ran Freedman's Village? o o o

What was

was the pay rate per month of fered?

the title of the person who received the letter? __ o

What
similar work? __

Why do you suppose this letter had to be written?

and secure the job for himself? _

monthly pay rate dc you think a person would receilve

today for

Why didn't the man go

9. How many vears ago was the document written?__

Classify the document:

~ letter cartoon

_ _ _telegram v_____map
. _memo ______-census records

O
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3. a. To assist in doing the work about the "Home" and the Village.
b. To sese that the wo

rk in those areas is promptly done.
4, Perhaps there were two wage scales. (Other answers are possible).

5. Bureau of Refugees Freedmen & Abondoned Lands

6. Brig. General

O
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2. Why was this item needed?

4. What is the name of the hospital at Freedman's Village? ) - .

5. Who wrote the letter? _ o - . e

6. Who received the letter? ) _ _ e ‘, .

7 What was Savage's occupation? - ,7 . _

8. To which Bureau was this sent? . B

g amputated. Write a letter in your best hand-

9. Imagine y a ctor in charge of informing this young man's family
that he has ha
writing explaining the situation to his ioved ones. (Use reverse side).

10. How many years ago was this document written? _ o

ERIC
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1. An application is made for an artificial leg for Jerry Savage.
2. Jerry Savage had his leg amputated due to frostbite.

3. Answers will vary.

4. Abbott Hospital

5. G. A. Wheeler

6. C. H. Howard

8. Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen & Abondoned Lands
‘9., Letter should be written.

10. Answers will vary (depending on year it is done}

o . . . e
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Tacument Yorkshear :

July 11, 1868 Letter =

1. What audience is the government addressing in this letter?

i

3. How many years ago was this document .written? ] S _

/ 4. To whom is the document addressed?

/ 5. Where would the sick in the hospital and the inmates of the '"Home" be
moved?

- <

6. '"Your obedient szervant' was a popular closing in the time peried
studied. List at least three closings’which are popuiar at this time.

b. R
c.__ ; -— =

Add a few more if you can think of some._ ~

7. What bureau of the government had responsibility for Freedman's Village

after its establishment in 18657

For 8, 9, and 10, =xplain what responsibilities the Bureau of Refugees Freedmen
& Abondoned Lands might have for each of these categ after the Civil War.

o
e ]
[
m
L}

8. Refugees: - _ ) -

9. Freedmen: i ) . _ 7 _ ;ﬁ,,,,,,,,,, ij I

10. Abandoned Lands:

ERIC
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Document Worksheey -isWer — Sheet
iy 1_1, 1868

1. The superipteydt of F=reedman's Village and possibly its inhabitants.
2. An attempl yilee pide== to close the Villagé down. ,
3. Varigs on vheyftserli —vity is completed.
4. D. H. Howard yiipr. o==f F.V. | L
5. To Washington, }C: . ' " j
6. Answérs will o
7. Bureau of Refyfth Fre=ednen & Abandoned Lands
8. To help the puilt vho  were homeless and displaced as a result of tlf_g,a' war .
9.. To help .t'hg fytlpeopl = e make the transition from slavery to freedom.
,Wﬁlg;‘ To-overses- thg indoge=d lands, including many plantatiomns. E
(other answerg#vell  are possible on 8, 9, and 10).
. .

30~
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D cument Wgrksh et:

Oct. 23, 1968 Letter

1. How many years ago was the letter written? 3 _ . _
2. What does "Bur. R. F. and A. L." stand for?
.

3. i% what town aﬁ district was the letter written?_ . -
4. What is the message of tﬁé letter? _ B _
5. List at least five facts we ;an-surmise about the land.

a. - _ - -

b. . . _

C._ B _ ~ ~ . L _

d.__ - _ - _ _

e._ - _ - o B

rt
o
1

For questions 6-8 refer to the signature. In lower right cormer is

a signature.

his

6. What do.the words and symbols X indieate? ~ s
mark

7. Why would there be need for a witness?__ o 7 ) _

9. What is C. H. Howard's position:__ - -

10. lmaglne that you are C. H. Howard writing a response to Elias Plummer.
Think over what your response will be, then write it on this page or on
another sheet. (Use your fanciest haﬁdwritlng)

O
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Document Worksheet - Answer Key

Oct. 23, 1868

Answers will vary depending on year used.

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen & Abandoned Lands

Washington, D. C.

A request is made that .Elias Plummer be allowed to rent 10

government.

a.

b.

some of the land was rented.
the land was rented in 1868 and .1869.

the land in question is 10 acres.

the land was formerly rented by Mr. Syphax.
o
the land contains a brick stable.

others

Reasons will vary

Brig. General

Letter should be written.

acres from the
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Materials Needed:

Instructional Goal:

Learning Objectives:

Freedman's Village

3-5 class periods (model building will take longer)

7th Grade
American Studies

Large teacher-made chart lis:ing the options and

numbers that correspond to "Frojects related to
Freedman's Village"
Primary Source Material from Packet -

“noks from your school library and Arlington Library

Evaluation Sheet for student's presentation

To have the students become active participants.in
the process of historical research

1. Students will be able to identify at least 3
sources of information for their topic.

2. Students will create an end product; oral report,

research has been dome. Some of what they have
learned during this phase will be shared with
the rest of the class.

3. Students will be able to identify at least 3
problems faced by the freed negroes.
sglF.’H
4. Students will be able to identify at least one
difficulty that the historian faces.




Teacher ' Student
Says something 1like: "Are there any questions Asks questions
about the journal assignment or about what we

discussed yesterday’’’ esponds to questions.

Has a few volunteers read journal entries and

collects them all,

g

Says something like: 'We will spend the next
few days researching the topic of Freedman's
Village. Since we don't have time enough for
everyone to study every aspect of our topie, we

~will instead break the research up into narrow
topics. Each pof the topics is important be-
cause it will help us piece together the whole
puzzle of Freedman's Village."

5

. stens

Hangs up large chart with spaces for names.

(Next to each write the maximum number of people

that you want to work on the topic = models may Reads ""Project Sheets"
need 3, most of the others 2). Passes out sheets

which is called "Proiects Related to Freedman's

Village."

Says something lixke: "I will now read the directions
related to the projects. Follow along with ms.

Reads sheet of directions. Listens

Says something like: '"'Before you choose your topiec,

let's brain storm for 3 minutes on where you might

get information on this topic of Freedman's Village. Calls out ideas
(Accepts all suggestions without exception. Makes

"no judgments).

Wr’tes students' ideas down on board. Where else
could you find information? Show students where the Continues to call out ideas
material she has collected from the packet in the '

library is located in the room.

Points out any major works that have been omitted,
including school library, pamphlet file, biblio= . Lis
graphy and articles in the classroom.

[ng
]
]

211

7 Has a student make a copy of the suggestions for
sources on a large sheet of paper for future students
- to use.
Says something like: '"After you have decided which Comes up to chart and signs
topic you want to research, come up to the large up for a topic
chart and sign your name."
Points out articles, letters, books when relevant to Asks teacher for help
student topic. Starts to dig for information
=36- ‘
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Teacher

‘Gives ascistance when needed.

Continues for several cays until ...

On the day when most of the groups appear LC
be almost finished, the teacher announces
"Tomorrow we will begin to have the student
presentations on the topilcs you have selected.
The model builders who are not yet finished
will present their creatioms to the class whEn
they are fin;shed or at the end of this unit."

Asks questions.
Answers questions.

Asks for volunteers to present projects or
call on people.

Evaluates each project with the Evaluatio
Sheet for Student's Presentations and giv ves a
grade and comments.

continues evaluating rest of projects.

At the end of the evaluation phase the teacher

asks questions to review and clarify the information
that was presented. (Questions asked depend on
what 1s presented). )

Asks something like: 'Now that you have carried

out some histerical research, what are some of
the difficulties that the historian faces?"

i3
 §=]
‘H

SEL.d ]

Goes to other sources of
information, school library,
central lisrary, people in the
comnunity

Researches

Plans presentation

Presents project

Becomes the '"resident expert"
on his/her topic

Answers questions asked by
teacher and classmates

Reads evaluation and gets
grade

Answers astions

Wl
=1
1]
L]

Answers will vary
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1. Was a clear, logical sequence followed?

the subject adequately covered?

]
b
o
[

3. Was the project interesting and relevant?

]

4. Was the topic covered original and
creative?

5. Was the method used to present the
project adequate: did the person speak
clearly, etc.?

6. Did the presentation provoke discussion?

7. Did the students present and defend
their positions?

8. Were questions answered correctly and
to the point?

Comments:

Questions about the project:

Grade: _

PRESENTATIONS#*

not very
at all 1

b
N
ol
L

*Taken from Technigues

STUDENT
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Projects Related to Freedman's Village

Student Directions

o

a d in the amount of time that we can invest on
udy on Freedm ﬁ's Village, we will need to sb 11
t become experts on a certain area about Freed-
to sh “he

ing will have the opportunity
=

w
L
s
i)

m

You should expect that in addition to in-class time working on this
project that you will need to work in the Central Library, or at home.
When you make your presentation to the class be .sure you have z11 the
materials you need. Be sure to arrange for any equipment you need with the
audio/visual specialist. You will receive a grade for the presentation.
Write vour name on this large chart in the blank space next to the
number of the project for which you will be held responsible. If you ha
a different idea which is not listed on this sheet, please ask your t
for approval.

i

When you finish your project you may help the model builders (if they
want assistance), or you may assist in someone else's project, or you may
choose another topic which has not vet been chosen. You should be ready to
report to class on B - o .

(date)
49
~39-



10.

11.

,P;éjg:tiiégas

Make a model of Freedman'®s Village using the village plan and sketch by
A. R. Waud as your guide.

Create a large scale time line of events from 1863-1888 which relate to
Freedman's Village. Use a roll of paper and be sure to include all the

important events. Hang it on the wall when you are finished.

Listen to music that was popular during this period (1863-1888). Tape

" at least five songs which make reference to the freedmen. Analyze what

the message of each song appears to be. Prepare a song to sing to the
class, as well as the tape.

Make a model of one of rhe homes of the Freedmen whe lived on the Arl-
ington Estate. Use both A. R. Waud's drawing, written descriptions and
the plan for the village to make an accurate model.

Research religion and religious practices in Freedman's Village. Mt. Ziom
and Mt. Olive were both located in Freedman's Village. Find out where the
church(r) were located and identify their location on a map. Explain the
importance of religion in this community.

Compare census data for 1860 and 1870. What can we tell about the people
from this? What can we tell about their lifestyle? Housing? Families?
Jobs? Write a paper comparing your findings.

Reszarech and prepare a reaport an Sojourner Truth during her one year
stay as a counselor at Freedman's Village. An especially useful source is

Sojourner Truth Narrative and Book of Life: A Bonds Woman of Olden Time,

which is available at Central Library.

Plan and make a model of the Superintendent's home at Freedman's Village.
Use the availablé plaﬂs 25 a starting point. Compare this home to the

;mpattanga. Ee sure t@ create a kay th yaur map and tD g;ve Qradlt tc any
sSources you use.

Photograph or take slides of everyone at work on their projects in class
showing the process from start to finish. Also take slides of maps, charts

.and other materials. (Film will be provided). Document each picture.

Researeh and find out if Freedman's Village is on the list of historic
places of Virginmia, or if there is a marker showing its location. If there
is one, take photos cr slides of it. If there is not, then find out how we

.could go about getting it ineluded. (Sara Collins who works in the Virginiana

Room upstairs at Central Library is a great resource as it is the Arlingtgn
Historical Sdciety.) .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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14.

17.

18.

19.

21.

22.

Find out all you can about the size, function, number and shape of the
buildings constructed at Freedman's Village. Use both visual and
written sources. List your information in chart form.

Plan and write an illustrated children's book on the history of Freedman's
Village or the housing at Freedman's Village. Be sure that all you include
is accurate. Type your book and add illustrations. Get your book bound

(see your teacher for help).

Create a newspaper that will be organized around the topic of Freedman's
Village. Be sure to include articles you write from at least three
different time periods.

Write a paper on the topic "How life would have changed for the freedmen
if central heating and electririty were available to them in 1863." Be
sure you research what was available to them at Freedman's Village in
Arlington at this time.

Analyze the photos we have of Freedman's Village. What can we tell about
the people, their homes, their village, their values ... from these photos?
See if you can locate one more photograph of Freedman's Village.

Research, then decide based on that evidence whether Freedman's Village was
a community or a neighborhood. List all your reasons to support your idea.
Be ready to explain your choice.

Find out what happened to Freedman's Village. Where is it today? What
remains can be seen? Read the series of letters available in the classroom
which discussed the closing of Freedman's Village. Then find out what the
iand is being used for today. If possible, use photos or maps to support
vour ideas.

Research and write the history and practices of the school at Freedman's
Village. (A good source is The Report of the Executive Committee of New

England Yearly Meeting of Friends). Include factual data. Find out who

ran the 5§haa;, how it was run, what the building was like, how it was
heated, and what the students studied. Draw a sketch of the school house.

Plan a celebration to commemorate Freedman's Village. Decide when, where,
why, how it should be celebrated, and who should be invited. Decide how
to advertise it. Create a program, an invitation, and an ad for it. De-
cide on your menu. On what date should it be celebrated? l

Compare and contrast the homes of a frepdman with your home tcday. If the

" home is the center of human activity, then list all of the funcFlons that

home provided in the time of Freedman's Village and then in the{ptasant.

Also, compare the ''gathering places'of today and those of the Village in

the past. Use factual informatiﬂn to support your theory about| what were
the gathering places in Freedman's Village.

Imagine that you are an architect who has been hired to redésign the ex-
isting homes of Freedman's Village in the year 1870. Keep in Qind ways
to make the home better and more useful to those who live there. Then
draw either a floor plan (birds-eye-view) or an elevation view!(side view

of each side). ]
/I
; |



23. Plan, conduct. and transcribe an oral history project with a son or
daughter of a person who lived in Freedman's -Village. Check with your
teacher for suggestions of who to interview. Tape the interview and
share with Sara Collins - who runs the oral history project at Central
Library. " T =

24. List all the jobs held by the freedmen and women in the village. Be
sure to read all of the articles, books and census information to make

our list as complete as Is possible. Then make some generalizations

bout the jobs you listed. -

25. Research what the Freedmen's Bureau was and alsc find out- why and where
else the camps for freedmen were set up locally. Make a map showing the
states which set up similar Freedmen's camps. Then make a map showing
the local camps.

26. Read all the material we have collected about Freedman's Village then write
at least 50 situations (on 3x5" or 5x8" cards) which could be used to play
charades.

27. Create a picture file of photes, drawings, and sketches of other building
of times (1863-1888). Collect these then compare construction, decoration
and architectural style with the homes and public structures at Freedman's
Village. (A good book to use would be America in 1876). Compare and
contrast the items you find. ’ N ‘

'28. Find out what the connection is between Freedman's Village and the present
black communities in Arlington. Make a map to show your findings. Include
the names of the neighborhoods.

29. Write a concise history of Freedman's Village from start to fimish.

30. Research the history of the Arlington Estate from 1850-1980. .Cover the
main points and periods and include maps. )

31. Design a Questionnaire which will be used to gather information about the
Freedman's Village. Keep in mind that many descendents of those who
lived in Freedman's Village are good sources and still live here in Arl-
ington.

using the documents in the classroo

33. Creace your own idea and get teacher approval.

ERIC
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Freedman's Village

Lesson #4

Time: 2 class periods; another for debriefing and loocking

American Studies

Materials Needed: Washington Post article — December 7, 1887

New York Herald article - December 8, 1887
Copies of Freedman's Village: A Simulation Game
Letter from John Syphax

Copies of role cards

Letter dated November 12, 1887 to the Quartermaster
Brief dated November 15, 1887 from the Quartermaster

;nsttp;tianalngal: To have students understand that a crisis situation
existed in Freedman's Village in December of 1887,
by using primary source materials and by role playing.

Learning Objectives: 1. Students will be able to list at least four
reasons why the government wanted to close down
Freedman's Village.

2. Students will be able to compare the actions
suggested by the student group with the actual
decision made on December 7, 1887.

3. Students will be able to give examples of both
primary and secondary sources.

4.  Students as a group will be able to compare the
two points of view in the articles.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

"Today

communitv, Freedman's Village, i

he
by the Quartermaster General

Asks students to look at a few documents re-=
lated to that decision.

Student

Volunteers

Answers question

ts down possible
~tions that you would
kE to . have considered

s
io

ates
Hiﬁisger leads meeting.
ite

Suggests possible actions
for the group to- take




Teache~ Student

Asks CEfEE
1Es a

deELQiPSEi@n. over (or when the teacher feels
the time is right - one full period
works well. Allow time for de-
briefing.

Asks: 'What did the Freedmen actually de-

cide to do at the meeting on December 7, Answers

18877 How does this decision compare with

ours?"

Gets volunteer to read to the class thea Reads Post article.

1887. Define
5 of point of

Post article of DEQEmbEf
point of view.

view.
Asks students to write one sentence for Writes sentences comparing points
each of the tvo newspaper articles showing ~of view of the Herald ar%iﬂle of

the point of view of the writer/newspaper Dec. 8, 1887 and the Washington

on this issue. Post article of Dec. 7, 1887.
Summarizes - asks if there are am; .

questions. Asks questions

Introduces letter which was written by John

Syphax to the Secretary of War. Gets . Volunteer to fead letter

another volunteer to read it. Listens to letter - raises questions

Defines primary and secondary sources and .

asks students to give examples and classify Gives examples
the documents we have examined today. : Classifies documents
-
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_overwhelming.

Over 200 cammuiity members
reporters, officer

wants the village to be moved out of
it is presently located.

the area ﬂhEIE

Yesterday when the notice

came aﬁnaunaing tha all the v1llagafs had 90 days

the

v1llagers (”ie whﬂ had lived here f@r ﬁeatly 25 years)

were visibly shaken;
to see if in fact they had the story

H‘n

people select Ed came back to the village a

others that the orders were correct,
It was decided that a

held tonight to give the villagers =a

what to do in response to the order a

them a chance to vent their feelings.
commander at Ft. Myer, th

the village was because a few years
some trees from the Cemetery during
and that by al;cw;ng th villagers to

newsgaper accaunts tell us, hawevar;

A small committee went to Ft. Myer

correct. When the

and told the

the response was

meeting should be

chance to plan

and also to give
According to the

the reason givEn for eclosing down

back someone stale

Some of the
that the government

has plans to build a highway to Mt. Vernon, a memorial

bridge, a blg park and alsa plans to

back in 1887. While vou are wai
to start the meeting, jot down in
the actions that you think you would
to consider. When the simulation is
newspaper article to see what really

The minister is in charge of the meet

on you. Please raise your hand when

speak.

Your ideas for what actions are to be taken at

"béecme" that

gxpaﬁd the Cemeter ry.

person
nister

this space an y ideas of

like this meeting
over we will read a
happenéd,

and he will call
are ready’ to

this meeting.



You are a member of one of the several hundred black families 1livin

iy

in Freedmen's Village. You have owned your home for 14 years and have

]

it all paid off. You have paid rent for the land wgéfe your home i
located for the past years as well. The government has just offered to
pay you $18.00 for your home, even though you have added a chicken coop,
shed and new door. You have kept your home in good order and whitewashed
it each year. You feel %hat $300.00 would be a fair price for your home.
Not a penny less would be fair. You do not want to leave the village but

if you are forced to go, you want a fair price for your home.

(1)

You are a person ljfing in Freedmen's Village.ﬁhp does ﬁat own your own
home. You never bought a home because it has beeﬁ'diificult for you to find
steady work for more than about four months of the yéafi You have found

it difficult enough to feed your family and you are thankfﬁl’whEﬁ you can

earn enough to keep their bodies healthy. You are fearful for the members

-47- 57
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You are the Supervisor at the Mule Pens on the Arlington Estate. You
have 14 men from the village employed in the pens and you don't want
Freedmen's Village to close. Some of the men have been working for you

for vears. You rea
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ize hire new people at a higher

[a]
*
=2

rate if these men o he viilage move to more remote areas.

=]

You are the minister of this lovely church where the meeting is being

held. Because you are a respected member of the community and because

you know how upset some of the villagers are, you have volunteered to
lead the meeting tonizht. You are very concerned about the future. You
are tfying=hard to accept the situation by praying and having faith that
all will work out for the best. You main responsibility during the meeting
includes keeping order, calling cn;rasidents and keeping the meeting én

track. Your objective is to have the group decide on what action to take

in response to the announcement that the village will close.

\ - as- 58
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You have been a law abiding citizen in Freedmen's Village for 14 years.

[
el

You've alwavs been a hardworking and honest person. On this issue of

L]
b

closing down the village because some trees were chopped down in the
dead of winter —— vou are angry beyond words. Come up with a plan of

how to best deal with this crisis situation.

You are a reporter from the New York Herald who is covering this meeting

at Freedmen's Village. Make yourself a ''press pass' so the villagers
know who you are. Your newspaper has taken a kindly view towards the

situation in the village and you also feel that they have been swindled

(1]

out of their homes.

49—
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You are a community member who feels that the reporter here froi the

e

New York 3&1%151 newspaper, and the paper itself are on your sicem

the issue of being asked to leave your homes. You feel that thw 1=
nothing to worry about now that the leading newspaper of Amerigils on

your side. You feel that you don't need to fear any of the podilici ans and.
1and developers that are in Washington, D.C. Your goal is to cwirrce

vour fellow villagers that mothing will change and that there Adtnot=Thing

to worry about. You really don't want any action to be taken. fou -want

things to remain as they are.

9,

You are a person who looks on the bright side of things. You weprt
the fact that people will be forced to leave their homes. Youshoezld
try to encourage other community members to look to the futurevit®:x a
positive outlook. You just want to be sure that the whole comnl Ty

stays together wherever you are relocated.

0
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You are an officer from Ft. Myer, a guest who was invited by the
villagers.; You do not desire that the people of Freedmen's Village

be moved. Much of the labor for the past 25 years at Ft. Myer at the
officer's and the enlisted mern's quarters has been performed by the
villagers. The pay system works to the advantage of the army because
the rent of the land is paid in labor. Make a small badge for yourself

identifying yourself as an army officer from Ft. Myer.

You could not believe the news that you heard yesterday about closing
down the village. You have been farming a 10 acre parcel of land since

1866 and you are worried about the future of your family.



et

ou are one ofthe village leaders who went to visit Fort Myer yesterday
to confirm the bad news that had been circulating around the village.
Your wors. suspicions were true. People in Freedmen's Village look up

to you so be sure to think over the best possibl

[
1]

action for this-

meeting to take.

You are the assistant deacon at the church where the meeting is being
held tonight. While the minister runs the meeting, your job is to list
all the ideas of what te do on the slate (blackbaardjg You may also
feel free to express your personal thoughts when you feel the time is

appropriate. You are concerned about what will happen to this beautiful

brick chureh if the village is moved.
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You love vour family, your friends and the life you've made for yourself
here at Freedmen's Village in Arlington, Virginia. You've seen your
children grow up here and it is the Dnly‘hcme you've known in you life

as a free person. You have seen the village grow from just a neighborhood
into a real community. You are hopeful that some action will be taken
tonight that will show the government that these homes and friends are

the only life many of you have known.

You are a carpenter and see the moving of the village as a possible

[ ]

pportunity for you. Most everyone will need new homes wherever they
move and you might as well be the one to make the profits. You encourage

the acceptance of the plan.

14
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You are one of the men of the village who people lokup to. You want

to have this assembly of people tonight send a small grour of representatives
to express the concerns of the group to the Quartemsster General. You would
like to be on such a committee to help negotiate a mlution to this difficult

decision.

P

You are upset by what you have heard the past few days, You realize that
the g

sovernment is much larger and more powerful thana small group of some

"
K
[ ]
]

amilies who remain in the village. However vou feel that the best

wa

&

o show yvour dissatisfaction with a situation isto vote against the

person the next time they are up for election. You will encourage all the

n

- people there to support candidates who will further the cause of the

community.
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You ar=—e very concerned about the practical matter of how the villagers
wiil ™ e able to make this exodus from the village in the coldest part
of wirzter. Yesterday the notice came that the wvillagers had three
monthss to prepare for the move. That would put moving day in ieaffl}f
March- You are worried that some people will die if forced to move

in th= s dredful winter season. Perhaps you could suggest a more gradual
move =s tarting in the springtime and finishing up in the sumer?ima when

the we=.ather is better.

. You ar—e concerned that the government will not pay you enocugh for your

home ==nd the outbuildings to cover the expenses which come from moving.

You w=ant some guarantee that a fair price will be paid.

Jol
n
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You think that the real reason why the government wants you and your
fellow friends from Freedmen's Village off the land you now hold is
because they want f@ build a park, a new road to Mt. Vernon or a nevw
Memorial Bridge. You think the incident of a few years bzck involving
the chopping down of some trees in the cemetery is being over-dramatized

to cover up the real intentions of the federal government.

@

3
2
= A

It makes you -angry that the war-department has branded you and all the’

other families in the Freedmen's &illagé community as thievésﬂEégause
of a few unknown people who took wood from the Arlington Cemetery in the
coldest part of the winter. You will agree to move on the terms of the
~government hawgver you will insist that you get a certificate of good

haracter at the same time.

~56- 66
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You are a strong believer in your religion. You remind your fellow
brethren throughout the meeting that they are not entirely alone in

this difficult decision ... that the "Lord" is with vou all ...

¢
!
s/
il
You have put some of your scanty earnings aside each month to help buy -
. books for the school. You have labored for long hours on hot days helping
to build this very church and you feel you have dome évafyghing_ggégrdiﬂg:%a;Aﬁﬁjﬁfg_

|

to the rules that were set up by the Quartermaster's department. You do
not understand how this situation could happen. YGU/aTE undecided right

now as to what to do.

—
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You are a young person of twnety-one years of age. You were born and
raised in the village. You attended school and chureh here. You are
ready for a change in youy life and since you feel that the government

will win out in the long run on this issue, you encourage accepting the

ey
4

government's offer.

)

. ) < ) o _ . .
You are a member of the Freedmen's Village community who feels that you

should organize and stand up to the government iﬂ'samegway however at this

p@int you are not exactly sure how to do that.

@

3
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home which you have lived in for 9 years.

You are angry at the government.

: that the land would be yours to use

You think that land speculators

o
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Sir: Having heen chosen by the colored renters living on the

Arlington reservation as their representative to adjust their re-

lation with the general government, I beg leave to present, for

wing facts. As the arny

a

vour honorable consideration, the foll
advanced, during the war, several thousand colored people, men,

women, and children, of all ages, and every condition, were quar-

"

tered on this place by the agents of the government. Many of this

number were employed by the United States, a portion of their pay
being withheld for the support of the aged and infirm. When
buildings were erected, Gen.0.0. Howard entered into contract with

Cter

=t

each tenent, demanding payment in money for rent of land.

the abolition of the Freedmen's Bureau, they were required to work

out rent at Fort Myer which they have continued to do until the

Agents representing the government fully impressed upon thi

people the idea that in some way they would come to possess a

valid claim to a part of Arlington.

When many of them were taken with a colony to Hayti, and

r the scheme was exposed. and their sufferings

returned aft

I

m:.de known, they wefeatcidi perhaps as an apology, that they would

—-62=
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Many began to plant trees, and make such other improve-

ments as thei

r scanty means would permit. They paid in ready

[
[el

money for their houses, churches, and other buildings, which were

all sold to them by the government through its agent. About

t Myer,

D\

nine years ago, Lieut. R.P. Strong, then commanding at F
gave permission to erect a brick church on the reservation, cos-
ting nearly two thousand dollars, and here again, they were made

to believe that their stay would be indefinitely PtGlDﬁgéd there-

w
im
1

fore, several hou

gain revived. Many of these people have been soldiers, team-

]

sters, workers on fortifications and sufferers by the freedmen's

bank swindle. Although no taxes have been paid on the Arlington

land, vet the colored people have been fully taxed upon their gen-
eral property, and have been no unjust burden upon the community,

because the small amount paid for labor enabled others to hélp

f the hel

ess. Coming from

[a]
o
!

in the work of education and care ]
the shades of the past, these people have proven, in their new
condition of self reliance, more thriftv, and less vicious than

could be réascﬁébly anticipated; and they have never failed, after

the teachings, and traditions of their fathers, to implore Almighty

‘W

There are about one hundred families here, who own
their dwellings. Nearly all of these houses are so constructed,

take down and

o]

and in such condition of decay, as to he usele 58 ¢

73
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move away; brsides, contemplated improvements such as the Memorial-
Bridge, Mount Vernon Avenue, The Aquaduct, and the Potomac flats,
have made the p-ice of land, in this vicinity, beyond +he reach

of the poor. I inow not what may be the purpose of the gov-
zrnmenct, o: the pi. sure of the Homcrable Se:regary in the prem-
ises, but if it be Lo take this property wholly for National use,

I most respectfully ask that an appropriation be tecommended of not

less than three hundred and fifty dollars a-piece for each owner

“of a house, but to be apportioned according to merit, and the va-

rious conditions and circumstances by the "Board of Protection,’

cansisting of five of their number which they have chosen to lock

after their local interests.
Twenty-four years residence at Arlington, with all the

elements involved in this case insp.ire the hope that full and am-

ple justice will be done even to the weakest members of this great

Republic. ¢
As many of the farmers desire to prepare their land fat

spring work, and are in éaubt és to another year, I will ?e glad,

as early as possible, to receive a replay to this letter,

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

*54?(_ . '74
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remains of these treoocs cun yei be

It has been the custom of these thieves,to use &

“gaw to cut down trees. By so doing,very little noise is mzde

order Lo avoid detection, It is said,that very few of these

squatters ‘on what they can pick up

huy Any £uel,aniideyen& mostly:

xithin the enclosurc. It would be necessary for a man to remain

¢ z woteh all ni regt the guilty parties. . It has been

sugpgested, that tho most effective way of preventing such thelts,is

et

to -couse. the yemoval ef thz

: people from the reservation.
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Ity AYEN Ami

Washinpgton, D, C3,¥ov.15th, 18587,

for instructiions.

G.B.Dandy.

7584-"87, Deputy Quartermastdr Generidl,U.S5,Army.

2nd Indorsement,

War Department.
Quartermaster General's OfTice,
; . Washingten,D.C.,Novembey 17th,18Y7.

-

. Respectfully férwardeafig the Honerable,the Scerstavy of War, In

Viglation of paragraph #1538 Army Regulations,amended by General

=]
[

idi

5

N

Order #26,Adjutant Generai‘s Office,1568%,¢civilians ars r
“upen the Military regérvatiéﬁ,upgh whiech the Arlington Nation=al
QEmEf-Ery and the Military Post at Fort Myer,Va.,arc located.

*This gcéugatiah has econtinued many ycars,and since the 1itle of
the 1§ﬁd ressed to the United States by purchasze,May 18th,1384,no
steps have been taken for the removal af'thgse occupants,mostly

7 ¢olored people. . |
In consequence Qfgthe complaints ngw,Fade,it waaid secn to be

CpréveytHat T they Should be ordered to vacate their holdings,giving

them sufficient timé for moving itheir propertiy to prevent suffering
I thetefare recormend that the Military Authorities at Fort Myer
bé direccted to scfvc‘ﬁa;icg’upgn 211 Civilians residing on tho re-
BSE?VﬁtiDﬁ,anﬂ'ﬁét employed Ly the Gavernment, that théy must remove
thevefrem,within 90 days afier date of paiiée, 7
S.R.liolabird.

2447=-"87. Cuartermustier Geoneral, V.5, Ay,
1 Frelosure,

1 Endt, . i
. - Gemeterigl, 66 ; 76



drd Indovzement. T
YWar Department,

* Yovember 22nd, 1557,

ipproved as reeorended by the Quarteymaster General.
By ordecr of the Snerotary of
John Tweedale,

Chief Clerk.-

4th Indorsement,

Yar Depariment,

i uarzermasier General's 0ffice,

washington,D.C,.; Xovember 5th, 1837,

Leg
]
1
e
| i
L

Respoectfully forwarded to the Adjutant Generzl of the Army,with
request,that the orders nocessary in this czse,bs piven the nroper
Military Authorities.

| | S.B.lMelabird,
Quartermaster General,

u, Sa fﬂ"r“';'.
2447187, .

Cemeoterial,
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Materials Neaded:

Instructional Goal:

fft

class periods

7th Grade ,'
American Studies )

Paper
Pencil or pen

'Slide projector and slide

Memorial Worksheet
Post-test for Freedman's Village (class set)

have the students understand the importance -
historical preservation.

o=
ey

1. Students will make an oral hypothesis about
[ what remains of Freedman's Village tha* is
/ visible today. :

2/, Students will be able to compare and contrast
the crisis situation in Freedman's Village
with a personal forced move.

3. Students will design memorials to Freedman's | |
Village. ‘ ] .

b
¥
i
V=
|
'
|
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m Freedman's Villag
t t 1 L=

n.u 1]

Says: - "1'd now like you to make a T
about what you think happened to Freedman
Village - writes ideas on board.

once was Freedman s Vlllage, pleas éal
Fuqua or Agnes Mullins who will help maf
arrangements. The activity listed below is
meant for those who are not going on the field
trip. A combined trip to Arlington House with
a walk along the area where part of Freedn an's
Village was located would be ideal.

i

Asks: "What remains of Freedman's Village?"
Show slide.

- Shows-slide of R.—E.-Lee.--Says, "How would life
be different for these freedmen if Robert E.
Lee chose to fight for the Union side?"

How can we document what we have learned about.
Freedman's Village?

m
]

=

d

P ]
=]

0

L

L]

Where can .we
Village?

Gral Hista:y Project

Virginiana Collection at Arlington Library

Many people ...

s Village, I

As cne last project for Freedman'

want you to create a memorial which symbolizes
what Freedman's Village was and complete the
assignment in 3.days. ,

<

Says: "Why should we create a memorial to

- Freedman's, Village?" .

=71~

m

information on Freedman's

Responds: Nothing of

the Village remains, only
gravestones.

Answvers

Responds

|



Teacher . Student :
Encourage discussion. , Start "Freedman's Memorial'
7 Worksheet in class. Finishes
Collects ideas for Memorial. it for homework. (Some will
make models at home).
Has student Ehar; memorials. ey Shares memorial.
Invites students from other classes in to Explains information to other
see models, memorials. students.
Administers Post-Test same as Pre-Test) Takes tests.
Ends with questions: ''Why should )
*  Freedman's Village be preserved as a part’
of our heritage?" "How is Freedman's Discuss
Village like/unlike:
a. pre—-Civil War slave quarters?
b. Arlington House? Discuss .
c. a planned housing community of
today?"
Have ‘students fill out answers to these _ -
question: _ Completes evaluation.
S B *
I learned . . .
I am surprised . . .
I wonder . . .
) =72=
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Because vou have learned a

great deal about life in Freedman's Villa
T

have been selected to design a memorial to the people of Freedman's

Part I:

I

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

write the

1.

I

answers to each of the following questions.

Where will the memorial be located?

What will the land around the memorial look

Where will parking be for tourists who come to see

memorial?

What type of materials will you use?

What will the shape of the memorial be like?

Will it be a sculpture or a building, or both?

What will its size be?

Will there be quotations? Personal items? Artifacts?

details.

Will it be lit up-at night? If yes, how?

Wrat kinds of decoration is needed? Lavish?

Simple?
Ornamentation?’ . ;

Give



-2

11. Will there be paintings, photographs or drawings
i ? 1f yes, which one?

R’J‘
[Fuct

What would the freedmen and women at Freedman's Village
have wanted?

13. What will you name this memorial?

14, What will vour memorial symbolize?

Part II. Make a drawing, sketch, or painting of your memorial on another
sheet. Be sure you are able to answer questions 1-14 before
you make your presentation to the class.

Part I1I. . For extra credit, create a model of your memorial.

(Idea adapted from Architecture-is Elementary from Corcoran Gailaryj

~7h= 2@35;
Q |
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Freedman's Village Bibliography
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Report to the Executive Committee of New England Yearly Meeting of Friends

UpDﬁ ‘the Condition and Needs of the Freed People of Cclmr in Washington

and Vlrglnla, New Bedford, E. Anthony and Sons, 1864. (National Archives).

Rose, C. B., Jr. Arlington County, Virginia: A History. Arlington Historiecal

Society, Baltimore, Maryland, Port City Press, 1976. Chapter 7.
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Johnson Publishing Company, 1970.

—~75-

86



Ale?aﬁdrlg Gazette (7umercu5 dstés)

National Republican: May 11, 1861
o December 6-7, 1861
December 10, 1361 =
July 21, 1862

The Daily National Intelligencer:

October 7, 1863 .

January 1-2, 1863
New York Herald Tribune:

December 7, 1887

Documents fr@m the National Archives

1. Letter and endorsement from L. Thomas, May 28, 1864. Consolidated
Quartermaster General File (C.Q.G.F.) Mss, R.G. 92 National
Archives. (Request for 50 used sibley tents)i

2. Letter from J. M. Brown, December 26th, 1864 (C.Q.G.F.) M55, R.G. 92
National Archives. CAﬂﬂEunCEﬂEﬁt removing J. J. Johnson as

[s)
Militarv aund Civil Superintendent at Freedman's Village and re=
placing him with George B. Carse).

3. Receipt from E. Holoman to G. B. Carse, March i, 1865, Natiomal
Archives. (Receipt for 200 striped shirts and 144 pairs of woolen
sarks) .

4. Estimate from Joseph Allard, Jr. te John H. Rosqel, March 9, 1865.
Consolidated Quartermaster, General File, MSS R.G. 92, National
Archives. (Estimate of $983.75 for a proposed schagl)

5. Receipt from Leo McKay to George B. Carse, March 22nd, 1865. National
Archives. (Receipt for 380 yards of brown denims) -

6. Receipt from George M. Carse to Géﬂréé McKay, April 30, 1865. Natiomal
Archives. (Receipt for sheeting and red flannel).

1My

=
m‘ ‘Gl‘ U

7. Lett m H. E. Simmons to George R. Carse, June 24, 1865. B.R.F.A.L.
5, National Archives. (Rapéft from H. E. Simmons' agent from
rica

n°Tract Society on school attendance for one week in June).

er
R.G. s
the Americ
8. Letter from J. M. Brown to C. H. Howard, March 2, 1866. Bureau of
Refugees Freedmen and Abandoned Lands (B. R.F.A.L. ) R.G. 105, National
Archives. (Request that guard at Freedman 's Village prevent the
fences on the Arlington Farm from destruction). - oo,

.
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19.
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Memo to C. H. Howard, March 10, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Includes ’*farmatléﬁ on the marriage
laws in Virginia in 1866).

Letter from H. W. Lomas to C. H. loward, May 19, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Lomas, Sup’t. of F.V.) is pleased to
anncunce that there are no individuals in the Village that require
seed for planting or who are in a suffering condition).

Letter from C. H. Howard to H. W. Lomas, May 21st, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
.G. 105, National Archives. (Calls for an investigation of an
1ncldéﬁt near Fort Jackson involving threats by armed men).

Letter from Wm. W. Rogers to H. W. Lomas, May 2lst, 1866. Bureau of
Freedmen, Refugees—and—Abandoned Lands, R.G. 105, National Archives.
(Request for a surveyor to assist in surveying the lands near camp.
Distribution then occupied by the fteed people).

¥}

A.L.,
n the labor

Letter from Wm. W. Rogers to H. W. Lomas. May 3lst. 1866. B.R
R.G. 105, Natiomal Afchlvés. (Order calling for a reduction
force at Freedman's Village).

el

Letrer from P. P. Bergevin to C. H. Howard, June 22, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request for additional enlisted men
to secure the five crops cultivated by the freedmen on Arlington
Farm, Virginia. Alsc lists the number of men stationed there, in-
cluding privates from the 107th Regiment; U.S5.C.T. - eq'est denied).

Letter from A. A. Laurence to C. H. Howard, July 30th, 1866, Bureau
of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands. R.G. 105, Nationmal
Archives. . (A roster of officers and civilians working in Freedman's
village, including the compensation for civilians).

Letter from Henry D. Peyton and Samuel Blackwell, August 20th, 1866.
B.R.F.A.L., R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request to rent land and
to pravent stealing from the gardens. Sup't. of F.V. feels that it
shouldn't be rented and that’ some.of the people who are idle might
work the land).

Letter from S. Clark to A. A. Laurence, November 2, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Suggestion to reduce the expenses for
employees at Freedman's Village by dismissing some of the laborers and
hiring some of the dependents).

Letter from A. A. Laurence to C. H. Howard, November 9, 1866. B.R.F.A. L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request to retain two villagers emplayed
in the Arlington Cemetery. Also raised the question of whether the
people leaving the village may he issued clothing.)

Letter from Edw. R. Smith to C. H. Howard, November 22, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
_R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request fram the General .Field Agent
of the American Missionary Society for repairs and modifications to
the school building). . .
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21.

22.

(£
(W]
”

27.

28.

30.

Letter from Ira Ayers and Bob Cob, Dec. 8, 1866. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request from two freed women to
have their sons, aged 14 and 16, returned to their home in
Taylorville, Virginia. The families were separated during the
WALE) .

Circular letter from Wm. H. Rogers, December 11, 1866 to A. A.
Lawrence. B.R.F.A.L., R.G. 105, National Archives. (Instructions
regarding providing transportation both to Officers, Agents, and
freed people). : '

Letter from Wm. H. Rogers to A. A. Laurence, December 19, 1866.
B.R.F.A.L., R.G. 1G5, Mational Archives. (Letter established
transportation guidelines for those under age 4, those children
between 4 and 12, and those 12 or older who were considered 1s

2

adults).

Letter from J. M. Brown to A. A. Laurence, December 20, 1866-
B.R.F.A.L., R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request t
desks be made for the day school at Freedman's Village,i

e, December ._C\ 1566.

M. Whitrtelserf to A. A. Lauren
(

c

.R.F.A. R G. 105, National Archives. Corrections ngue%téd from
‘he O0ffice of the Chief Quartermaster regarding supplies, including
lumber for coffins).

Letter from $. N. Clark to W. W. Rogers,
R.G. 105, Natiomal Archives. (Results
execurion of an order which called for rile afabet
indicate that more care should have been used; some homes were torn
down, others had their belongings removed from their homes when they

were not at home ... )_

Letter from J. Roberts to Wm. Bube, Jr., January 8, 1867. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Letter requesting that Comilius Camay,
freedman agad 65, having no friends or family, and is incapable of

sustaining himself be allowed entrance to Freedman's Village).

r from G. A. Wheeler tu A. A. Laurence, February 14, 1867. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Suggestions for improving the lodging at
the "0ld Home Building.'')

\r‘\

Letter from A. A. Laurence to C. H. Howard, February 25. 1867. R F.A.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request that John Peterson be EmplDYéﬁ
at $15.00 per month and rations to assist in chores in the Village,
especially in the "Home.")

Letter from R. R. Bergevin to C. H. Howard, February 28, 1867. B.R.F.A.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request for 100 cords of wood to be use
the freed people).

Letter from G. A. Wheeler to E. B. Gates, Marcl. 23rd, 1867. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105. (Communication on the topic of fire hazzard at the hospital).

@
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33.

34.

35.

36.

(%)

40.

Lettef from Henry A. Armstrong to E. B. Gates, April 6, 1857
.R.F.A.L., R.G. 105, National Archives. (Letrter complaining o
attle and other stock stolen from the doctor's home near Ball'

Cross Roads, Virginia).

Lot

L0

lLetter from John Kimball to E. B, Gates, April 6, 1867. B. R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Supports Armsﬁtap?'s letter of the
same date. He believes the cattle have gone towards Freedman's
Village).

Letter from Wm. W. Rogers to E. B. Gates, April 6th, 1867. B.R.F.A.L.

R.G. 105, National Archives. (Calls for a careful investigation

of the "cow incident.™)

Circular Letter, May 15, 1867. B.R.F.A.L., R.G. 105, National

Archives. (Partial léEtEf 1nv1t1ng freed people to join "The
Llntglﬁ Temperance Society and to save the people from their drunken
wavs').

ietter from H. H. Howard teo R. R. Bergevin, February 15, 1868. B:R.F.A.L.
R.m™. 105, Natlgual Archives. (Request that Eliza Bowline be appointed
laundress and Patsy Laws be appointed nurse in Abbott Hospital in

Freedman's Village)g
tter from.P. Clennan to R. Rayburn, March 7, 1868. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Requést that the following women and
children be transferred from the women's ward at Freedman's Hospital in
tJashington, D. C. to Freedman's Village: Margaret Jackson, Georgeanna
Jackson raged 6 weeks); Celia Cooper, Jane and Marriah Cooper (both
aged 5 weeks); Caroline Spriggs, Mary Spriggs (age 2); Thos. Spriggs
(age 3); Eliza A. Johnson (5 yrs. }: Eliza Johnson (3 weeks)ﬁ Ann;
Robinson, John E. Robinson (3 mo.); Polly Myers). -
Letrer from G. W. Clark to H. H. Howard. July 11, 1868. B.R.F.A.L o
R.G.-105, National Archives. (Directions are given to close the N
establishment at Freedman's Village and dismiss the employees).
Letter from Elias Plummer to C. H. Howard. October 23, 1868. B.R.F.A.L.
R.G. 105, National Archives. (Request by Elias Plummer to rent 10
acres of land rented the year previously by Mr. Syphax).

Letter and Endorsements from J. A. Commerford to G. B. Dandy, Nov.:12,
1887. C.Q.G.F., R.G. 92, Natlanal Archives. (Complains-that the
people living on the ''reservation" have for years past entered the
cemetery at night and gatten wood for fuel. Requests the people be
removed) . : oo

Brief and Endorsements from the Depot Quartermaster, Washingtonm, D. C.,
November 15, 1887. Consolidated Quartermaster General File M.S. 5.5
R.G. 92, National Archlves. (Transmits a report from the Sup't. of
Atlingtcn Va. National Cemetery that some freed people who live oh:
the "reservation" have entered the cemetery at night and gotten wood
for fuel. Requests removal of the people).




41. Letter from John Syphax to the Secretary of War, 1888.

rom G. A. Wheeler to C. H. Howard, February 28, 1867.
., R.G. 105, Natiomal Archives. (Request for an artificial
erry Savage). :
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